Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Baptists  aiding  earthquake  survivors 


INCE  1877 


Editor's  note:  Some  names  in  this  article 
have  been  changed  for  security  reasons 

ISLAMABAD,  Pakistan  (BP)  —  Before 
Oct.  8,  Hadia  had  a  husband  to  care  for 
her  and  a  home  to  shelter  her  six  children. 

Then,  in  those  few  moments  that  the  earth 
shook,  her  life  changed  drastically. 

Hadia  became  Doth  widowed  and 
homeless. 

As  winter  weather  threatened  to  com- 

Eound  her  tragedy,  Hadia  also  was  losing 
ope  until  Southern  Baptists  built  her  a  tem¬ 
porary  home,  what  they  call  a  model  home. 

"Over  the  past  two  months,  a  wonderful 
partnership  oetween  the  compassionate 
giving  of  Southern  Baptists  in  the  U.S.  and 
the  sacrificial  service  of  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  personnel  on  the 
ground  have  resulted  ih  ministry  to  thou¬ 
sands  of  displaced  Pakistanis  and 
Indians,"  said  David  Garrison,  the  IMB's 
regional  leader  for  South  Asia. 

"Many  of  the  victims  of  October's 
earthquake  are  having  their  first  encounter 
with  tne  Gospel  in  theperson  of  Southern 
Baptists  bringing  the  Gospel  to  life  in  ser¬ 
vice  to  them.  Garrison  said.  "On  behalf  of 
the  missionaries  serving  in  this  earth¬ 
quake-devastated  region,  I  want  to  thank 
Southern  Baptists  for  their  prayers,  contri¬ 
butions  and  personal  involvement." 

Officials  estimate  that  the  7.6-magni-  After  the  model  shelter  was  built, 
tude  earthquake  killed  73,000  people  and  Hadia  and  her  children,  ranging  from 
left  about  2.8  million  homeless  in  age  six  to  20,  went  to  bed  in  a  temporary, 
Pakistan.  Another  1,300  people  died  in  but  warmly  insulated,  home. 

India,  where  150,000  are  homeless.  When  local  Pakistanis  lend  a  hand, 

"There  are  widows  over  here  who  Southern  Baptists  can  build  temporary 
have  nobody  to  take  care  of  them,"  vol-  homes  such  as  Hadia 's  in  a  single  day.  After 
unteer  Jesse  Smith,  a  wheat  farmer  from  building  Hadia's,  they  went  to  another  vil- 
Kansas,  said.  "That  is  something  the  lage  to  erect  a  temporary  shelter  and  leave 
Twelve  told  us  to  do,  to  take  care  of  the  materials  for  Pakistanis  to  build  the  next  one. 
widows  and  orphans.  They  are  here,  and  "We  are  trying  to  teach  them  how  to 
they  are  in  need."  build  them,"  volunteer  Glenn  Davis,  apas- 

About  185  people  died  in  the  tor  from  Kansas,  said.  "We  use  sandbags 
Pakistani  mountainside  village  where  and  fill  them  with  dirt  and  stack  up  tne 
Hadia  lives.  When  the  quake  struck,  her  walls  and  then  put  a  tin  roof  on  it." 
husband  was  away  in  Balakot,  a  city  "This  is  new  construction  for  me,"  said 
devastated  by  the  quake.  They  did  not  Chris  Seay,  a  general  contractor  from 
find  his  body  until  eight  days  later.  Alabama.  ''Once  they  see  them,  everyone 


TAKING  ACTION  —  "I've  seen  what  state  Pakistan  is  in,  and  I  know  the  devasta¬ 
tion;  but  I  also  know  that  God  is  there,  working  and  active,"  says  1 6-year-old  Darren 
Pogue  (wearing  white  T-shirt),  a  Southern  Baptist  volunteer  who  responded  to  med¬ 
ical  needs  in  Pakistan  following  the  October  8  earthquake.  (BP  photo) 
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Miss.  CP  chases  record 


SBC  CP  drops  in  November 


NASHVILLE,  Tn.  (BP)  —  Contributions  through  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  for  November  were  $14,916,108, 
6.1%,  or  $970,535,  below  the  $15,886,643  given  the  previous  month,  and  1.3%, 
or  $189,026,  above  the  $14,727,082  received  in  November  2004,  according  to  a 
news  release  from  SBC  Executive  Committee  President  and  Chief  Executive 
Officer  Morris  H.  Chapman.  Year-to-date  contributions  through  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention’s  Cooperative  Program  are  3.7%  below  the  same  time 
frame  in  2004.  As  of  Nov.  30,  2005,  the  year-to-date  total  of  $30,802,751  for 
Cooperative  Program  (CP)  Missions  is  $1,187,504  under  the  $31,990,255 
received  at  the  same  point  in  2004.  Designated  giving  of  $6,918,758  for  the 
same  year-to-date  period  is  10.7%,  or  $668,186,  above  gifts  of  $6,250,572.25 
received  at  this  point  last  year.  The  $3,366,510  in  designated  gifts  received  last 
month  is  $317,375  above  the  $3,049,135  received  in  November  2004,  an 
increase  of  10.4%.  For  the  SBC  Cooperative  Program  Allocation  Budget,  the 
year-to-date  total  of  $30,802,751  is  97.3%  of  the  $31,644,209  budgeted  to  sup¬ 
port  Southern  Baptist  ministries  globally  and  across  North  Amenca. 
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1  am  able  to  do  more  for  you  than  you  could 
possibly  imagine 

Ephesians  3:20 

For  I  am  your  greatest  encourager 

2  Thessalonians  2:16-17 

1  am  also  the  Father  who  comforts  you  in  all 
your  troubles 

2  Corinthians  1:3-4 

When  you  are  brokenhearted,  I  am  close  to  you 
Psalm  34:18 

As  a  shepherd  carries  a  lamb,  I  have  carried 
you  close  to  my  heart 
Isaiah  40:11 

One  day  I  will  wipe  away  every  tear  from 
your  eyes 
Revelation  21:3-4 


My  Child, 

You  may  not  know  me,  but  I  know  every¬ 
thing  about  you 
Psalm  139:1 

I  know  when  you  sit  down  and  when  you 
rise  up 
Psalm  139:2 

1  am  familiar  with  all  your  ways 
Psalm  139:3 

Even  the  very  hairs  on  your  head  are  numbered 
Matthew  10:29-31 

For  you  were  made  in  my  image 
Genesis  1:27 

In  me  you  live  and  move  and  have  your  being 
Acts  17:28 

For  you  are  my  offspring 
Acts  17:28 

I  knew  you  even  before  you  were  conceived 
Jeremiah  1:4-3 

I  chose  you  when  I  planned  creation 
Ephesians  1:11-12 

You  were  not  a  mistake,  for  all  your  days  are 
written  in  my  book 
Psalm  139:13-16 

I  determined  the  exact  time  of  your  birth 
and  where  you  would  live 
Acts  17:26 

You  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made 
Psalm  139:14 

I  knit  you  together  in  your  mother's  womb 
Psalm  139:13 

And  brought  you  forth  on  the  day  you 
were  born 
Psalm  71:6 

I  have  been  misrepresented  by  those  who 
don't  know  me 
John  8:41-44 

I  am  not  distant  and  angry,  but  am  the 
complete  expression  of  love 
1  John  4:16 

And  it  is  my  desire  to  lavish  my  love  on  you 
1  John  3:1 


Simply  because  you  are  my  child  and  I  am 
your  Father 
1  John  3:1 

I  offer  you  more  than  your  earthly  father 
ever  could 
Matthew  7:11 

For  I  am  the  perfect  father 
Matthew  3:48 

Every  good  gift  that  you  receive  comes  from 
my  hand 
James  1:17 

For  I  am  your  provider  and  I  meet  all 
your  needs 
Matthew  6:31-33 

My  plan  for  your  future  has  always  been 
filled  with  hope 
Jeremiah  29:11 

Because  I  love  you  with  an  everlasting  love 
Jeremiah  31:3 

My  thoughts  toward  you  are  countless  as  the 
sand  on  the  seashore 
Psalms  139:17-18 

And  I  rejoice  over  you  with  singing 
Zephaniah  3:17 

I  will  never  stop  doing  good  to  you 
Jeremiah  32:40 

For  you  are  my  treasured  possession 


I  desire  to  establish  you  with  all  my  heart 
and  all  my  soul 
Jeremiah  32:41 

And  I  want  to  show  you  great  and  marvelous 
things 

Jeremiah  33:3 

If  you  seek  me  with  all  your  heart,  you  will 
find  me 

Deuteronomy  4:29 

Delight  in  me  and  I  will  give  you  the  desires 
of  your  heart 
Psalm  37:4 

For  it  is  I  who  gave  you  those  desires 
Philippians  2:13 


And  I'll  take  away  all  the  pain  you  have  suf¬ 
fered  on  this  earth 
Revelation  21:3-4 

1  am  your  Father,  and  I  love  you  even  as  I 
love  my  son,  Jesus 

John  17:23 

For  in  Jesus,  my  love  for  you  is  revealed 
John  17:26 

He  is  the  exact  representation  of  my  being 
Hebrews  1:3 

He  came  to  demonstrate  that  I  am  for  you, 
not  against  you 
Romans  8:31 

And  to  tell  you  that  I  am  not  counting 
your  sins 

2  Corinthians  3:18-19 

Jesus  died  so  that  you  and  I  could  be  reconciled 
2  Corinthians  3:18-19 

His  death  was  the  ultimate  expression  of  my 
love  for  you 
1  John  4:10 

I  gave  up  everything  I  loved  that  I  might 
gain  your  love 
Romans  8:31-32 

If  you  receive  the  gift  of  my  son  Jesus,  you 
receive  me 
1  John  2:23 

And  nothing  will  ever  separate  you  from  my 
love  again 
Romans  8:38-39 

Come  home  and  I'll  throw  the  biggest  party 
heaven  has  ever  seen 
Luke  13:7 

I  have  always  been  Father,  and  will  always  be 
Father 

Ephesians  314-13 

My  question  is. ..Will  you  be  my  child? 

John  1:12-13 

I 

I  am  waiting  for  you 
Luke  13:11-32 

Love, 

Your  Dad. 

Almighty  God 


Father’s  Love  Letter  used  by  permission  of  Father  Heart  Communications.  Copyright  1999-2003.  www.FathersLoveLetter.com.. 
Merry  Christmas  attd  Happy  New  Tear  from  the  staff of  The  Baptist  Record. 
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Looking  back 


Workers  pour  hearts  into  India  missions 
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THAT  ALL  MAY  KNOW  —  Carter  Bolin  (left)  discusses  Islam  and  the  Christian  gospel  with 
Muslims  near  a  mosque  in  Calcutta  (Kolkata),  India,  West  Bengal's  capital.  One  in  four  Bengalis 
is  a  Muslim.  As  a  missionary  strategy  coordinator,  Bolin  aims  to  train  Bengali  church  planters 
to  reach  all  27  million  of  them  with  the  good  news  of  Christ.  (IMB  photo) 
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next  18  years  helping  mobilize  the  time  we  touched  down  in  ment  more  than  two  centuries 

the  growing  congregation  —  the  States,  she  was  in  tears.  She  ago.  Today  it  is  home  to  at  least  _ 

especially  its  young  people  —  said,  'I  realized  that  I  trust  God  80  million  people.  The  majority 
to  follow  Christ  into  tne  world,  with  my  kids  in  a  safe  place  like  are  Hindus  —  the  primary  focus 
Local  outreach  spurred  interna-  our  home,  but  I  don't  trust  Him  of  Christian  missions  among 

tional  involvement.  About  30  enough  to  take  them  to  India.  Bengalis  since  Carey's  day.  But  A 

East  Cooper  members  have  We're  just  paying  lip  service.'  one  in  four  Bengalis  proclaims 

become  missionaries  after  par-  "So  we  ended  up  mobilizing  Islam.  Muslims  comprise  a 

ticipating  in  short-term  church  ourselve^  and  our  kids  to  India,  quarter  of  the  16  million  people 

mission  trips.  We  just  felt,  ‘]i  not  us,  who?  If  of  Calcutta  (Kolkata),  West 

On  the  flight  home  from  a  not  now,  when?'  It  was  time  for  Bengal's  sprawling  capital.  former  Muslims  who  have 

two-week  mission  trip  to  India,  me  to  put  up  or  shut  up,  because  As  in  much  of  tne  rest  of  become  baptized  followers  of 
it  was  Carter's  turn  to  be  mobi-  this  is  what  I'd  been  preaching."  India,  however,  the  real  num-  Isa  Masih  (Jesus  Christ)  —  have 
lized  —  by  his  wife,  Vienna.  That  was  five  years  ago.  bers  can  be  found  in  the  villages,  sprouted  across  West  Bengal 

"It  was  miserable,  it  was  hot.  Today,  as  a  Southern  Baptist  In  West  Bengal  and  neighboring  during  the  past  two  years, 
it  was  all  the  things  India  can  missionary  strategy  cooraina-  areas  of  India,  Bengali-speaking  That  represents  only  a  typi- 

be,"  he  recalls.  "But  the  people  tor.  Carter  faces  a  bigger  chal-  Muslims  predominate  in  about  cal  month's  spiritual  harvest 

just  broke  our  hearts.  There  lenge  than  he  ever  encoun-  30,000  villages.  across  the  border  in  Bangladesh 

was  a  spiritual  void,  and  they  tered  as  a  coach.  Carter's  vision  and  goal  as  (once  part  of  Bengal),  where 

were  filling  it  with  idols.  The  challenge  lies  in  the  a  strategy  coordinator  is  to  see  several  powerful  church-planti- 

"When  we  got  on  the  plane,  Indian  state  of  West  Bengal,  Jesus  Christ  glorified  through  ng  movements  among  Muslims 
Vienna  looked  at  me  and  said,  T  where  William  Carey  launched  a  church-planting  movement  now  count  more  than  half  a 
could  never  serve  in  India.'  By  the  modem  missionary  move-  among  the  27  million  Muslims  million  believers,  but  momen- 

of  West  Bengal  and  nearby  turn  is  gathering, 
areas.  How?  By  planting  a  jaa-  "We  reel  like  we're  on  the  end 
mat  —  or  house  church  —  in  of  the  runway  getting  ready  for 
every  one  of  those  villages.  takeoff,"  Carter  reports.  "Things 
It's  a  vision  that  fits  both  are  starting  to  happen." 

f>arts  of  William  Carey's  "We  want  to  Duild  this  into 
amous  motto:  "Expect  great  the  DNA,  into  the  very  fabric 
things  from  God;  attempt  and  backbone  of  every  jaamat: 
great  things  for  God."  Now  that  you've  heard  the 

It's  doable.  In  fact,  it's  already  good  news  and  received  it,  you 
beginning  to  happen.  More  than  must  share  it  with  neighboring 
100  jaamats  —  with  about  1,000  villages,"  he  explains. 


WCC  student 
killed  in  Coast 
auto  crash 


Missions  fast  facts 

Field  Personnel  under  appointment  (9/13/05):  5,077 

Career/associates/apprenhces:  4,098 

2-yr.  ISC/Joumeymen/Masters:  1,140 

Field  Personnel  appointed  2004:  735 

Volunteers  2004:  30,377 

Overseas  baptisms  2004:  607,132 

Overseas  churches  2004:  99,495 

Overseas  church  membership  2004:  7.4  million 

New  churches  2004:  21,028 

People  groups  engaged:  1,194 

People  groups  of  the  Last  Frontier.  4,992 

Population  of  the  Last  Frontier  peoples:  1.6  billion 

World  Population  2004:  6.4  billion 

LMCO  receipts  for  Christmas  2004:  $133.9  million 

LMCO  goal  for  Christmas  2005:  $150  million 

IMB  budget  for  2005:  $283.1  million 

Source:  International  Mission  Board 


William  (  Carey  College 
(WCC)  sophomore  Sara  jane 
Holifield  of  Moss  Point  was 
killed  in  a  traffic  accident  De¬ 
cember  9  on  Highway  90 
between  Gautier  and  Ocean 
Springs,  according  to  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Baptist-affiliated 
school  in  Hattiesburg.  The  crash 
also  left  her  mother,  Frances 
Holifield,  in  critical  condition. 

Preliminary  reports  indicate 
that  the  Holifields  were  rear- 
ended  while  stopped  at  a  traf¬ 
fic  signal  and  were  pushed 
into  an  unoccupied  truck 
owned  by  a  waste  hauler.  It 
was  not  clear  which  of  the 
women  was  driving. 

Funeral  services  for  Sara 
Jane  Holifield  were  conducted 
on  December- 1 5  at  Heritage 
Funeral  Home  in  Moss  Point. 


Garland  McKee,  director  of  evangelism  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  retires  after  serving  in  that  position  since  January,  1991. 


Expressing  concern  over  statistics  projecting  a  decline  in  baptisms  in  1985, 
a  dozen  state  Baptist  evangelism  directors  blamed  continuing  controversy  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  as  one  of  the  major  reasons  for  the  decline. 


For  24-hour  international  missions  prayer  requests,  call 
PrayerLine  (800)  395-PRAY  (7729).  For  ways  to  serve  in  inter¬ 
national  missions,  call  Initial  Contacts  Coordinator  at  (888) 
422-6461  or  send  e-mail  to  initial.contacts@imb.org.  To  obtain 
general  IMB  information,  assistance  and  resources  to  help 
your  church  get  involved,  call  us  at  (800)  999-3113  or  go  to  our 
Web  site  at  http://imb.org.  For  downloadable  videos,  go  to 
http://ime.imb.org/resources/download/videos.asp. 


An  ad  in  The  Baptist  Record  states,  "Are  all  cold  remedies  alike?  No!  666 
is  the  wide  activity  medicine,  which  combines  four  of  the  most  effective, 
widely  prescribed  drugs  known,  to  relieve  all  cold  miseries  sooner." 
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Jesus  Christ 

G^> 

Requests  the 
Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayt 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


How  to  Fix  2006 


Right  up  front  I  need  to  tell 
you  I  don't  have  any  easy  or 
quick  solution  to  fix  everything 
in  your  upcoming  2006  year. 
One  of  the  struggles  we  deal 
with  in  our  American  culture  is 
that  we  want  everything  totally 
fixed,  and  we  want  it  fixed  right 
now.  Occasionally,  something 
happens  in  our  life  that  helps  us 
settle  back  down  to  reality  and 
helps  us  realize  that  everything 
cannot  be  fixed  —  not  now  ana 
sometimes  not  ever.  If  you  live 
long  enough,  you  will  probably 
discover  tnat  there  are  some 
things  you  cannot  fix  even  if 
you  want  to,  some  things  you 
cannot  fix  even  when  you  know 
how,  and  some  things  you  can¬ 
not  fix  even  when  you  want  to, 
know  how,  and  have  all  of  the 
resources.  It  just  can't  be  put 
back  together.  Still,  I  want  to 
take  a  stab  at  some  areas  that  if 
implemented  in  your  New  Year 
will  help  fix  some  things  and 
can  become  experiences  of 
blessings  for  the  New  Year. 

The  first  thing  I  would  chal¬ 
lenge  you  to  do  is  to  read  the 
Bible  through  in  the  New  Year. 
I  have  found  so  many  blessings 
that  have  come  to  my  own  life 
and  my  walk  with  the  Lord  out 
of  commitment  to  read  the  Bible 
through  in  a  year's  time.  While 
I  have  done  this  numerous 
times,  it  is  amazing  how  many 
times  I  come  across  something 
that  just  seems  to  leap  off  the 
page,  and  it  seems  as  though  I 
nave  never  seen  it  before.  This 
is  God's  book.  It  is  God 
breathed,  God  blessed,  and  if 
you  will  read  it  and  heed  it  you 
will  find  that  all  through  the 
year  there  will  be  special 
insights,  unusual  moments,  and 
heaven  provided  opportunities 
that  will  come  to  your  heart 
through  reading  the  Word  of 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director- treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


God.  You  can  follow  a  plan  that 
may  be  in  your  Bible,  or  at  any 
Life  Way  Bookstore  you  can  pick 
up  a  copy  of  the  Bible  that  is 
called  Everyday  with  Jesus.  It  has 
365  sections  tnat  allow  you  to 
read  some  of  the  Old,  some  of 
the  New,  and  then  a  devotional. 

The  second  thing  I  would 
encourage  you  to  do  in  the 
New  Year  is  to  weed.  I  am  not 
a  big  flower  person.  I  guess  you 
might  say  I  am  more  of  a  tree 
guy  than  I  am  a  flower  person, 
but  occasionally  my  wife  wants 
me  to  help  weed  the 
flowerbeds.  Maybe  that  is  the 
reason  I  am  not  as  crazy  about 
flowers  as  some  folks  are 
because  that  is  not  in  any  way, 
shape,  or  form  a  fun  iob.  In  all 
reality  it  may  be  said  tnat  in  our 
lives  the  weeding  process  is  not 
fun  either.  How  so?  Well,  if 
weeding  means  to  get  rid  of 
something  in  our  life  that 
should  not  be  there,  then  a 
close  look  at  the  flowerbeds  in 
our  hearts  could  reveal  some 
things  growing  there  that  need 
to  be  weeded  out.  Maybe  it  is 
some  act  or  attitude  tnat  you 
are  fully  aware  that  does  not 
honor  the  Lord,  bless  others,  or 
even  do  you  any  good,  but  you 
keep  on  carrying  it  around.  Get 
rid  of  it!  Talk  to  the  Lord  about 
it;  ask  Him  to  forgive  you,  and 
to  give  you  the  empowerment 
from  heaven  to  overcome  it.  I 
would  encourage  you  not  to  go 
looking  at  everyone  else's 


flowerbed.  James  says  in  his 
book  in  chapter  five,  verse  nine, 
"Do  not  complain  about  each 
other."  Just  check  around  in 
your  own  flowerbed  and  see  if 
there  is  something  you  need  to 
weed.  For  some  people  the  best 
thing  that  could  possibly  hap¬ 
pen  would  be  to  leave  some 
things  behind  in  2005  and  not 
drag  them  into  the  New  Year. 

The  third  thing  that  I  would 
suggest  that  you  could  do  is 
plead.  I  mean  by  that  to  talk  to 
God.  Pray  seriously,  sincerely, 
and  significantly.  James  5:17 
tells  us  that  Elijah  was  a  person 
just  like  us.  He  prayed  and 
things  happened.  You  can  do 
that.  Together  we  can  do  that. 
So  I  am  going  to  ask  you  to 
plead.  Talk  to  God  about  your 
family.  Talk  to  Him  about  your 
church.  Ask  God  to  bless  your 
pastor.  Talk  to  Him  about 
emerging  countries  around  the 
world  where  missionaries  are 
on  the  frontline  of  evangelistic 
outreach.  Plead  with  God  and 
watch  things  happen. 

One  final  and  glorious 
thing  that  will  help  fix  2006  is 
to  lead.  I  am  not  talking  about 
just  leading  as  though  you 
were  the  general  in  the  army.  I 
want  to  encourage  you  to  com¬ 
mit  in  your  heart  to  lead  some¬ 
body  to  Jesus.  Permit  me  to  put 
it  two  ways.  What  a  glorious 
thing  it  is  to  lead  someDody  to 
Jesus  and  what  an  equally  glo¬ 
rious  thing  it  is  to  lead  Jesus  to 


somebody.  You  be  the  connec¬ 
tor.  You  be  the  person  God  can 
use  through  your  love,  witness, 
and  encouragement  to  see 
somebody  bom  into  His  family, 
baptized,  and  blossom  in  their 
walk  with  Him.  You  lead  some¬ 
body  to  the  Lord. 

I  "know  that  these  things  will 
not  fix  all  of  the  problems  in  the 
world,  but  I  guarantee  you  from 
the  authority  of  God's  Word  if 
all  God's  people  will  walk  with 
Him,  stay  with  Him,  hear  from 
Him,  and  share  Him  with  others 
we  will  see  glorious,  God  hon¬ 
oring,  and  redemptive  changes 
made  around  us. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 
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Is  God's  Will  Reflected  in  Your  Last 
Will  and  Testament? 

Nothing  brings  more  comfort,  peace  and  joy  to  a  Christian  than  to  know 
that  we  have  honored  God  by  providing  for  our  loved  ones  while 
advancing  the  cause  of  Christ  with  our  material  resources.  However  while 
many  Christians  practice  week-by  week  or  monthly  stewardship,  as  many 
as  8  out  of  10  Christians  do  not  have  a  valid  Last  Will  and  Testament. 

Since  1943,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  has  assisted  individuals 
in  the  highly  specialized  area  of  charitable  estate  planning.  Your 
stewardship  commitment,  perhaps  your  greatest  gift,  deserves  no  less. 
If  you  want  to  realize  your  charitable  estate  planning  goals  by 
drafting  a  Christian  Last  Will  and  Testament,  contact  the  Foundation. 
Call  us  at  (ttl)  292-3210. 
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"Hearing  is  Believing" 

For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1-800-844-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-800-844-8821 
or  go  online  at  www.audioservices.org 
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A  DIVISION  Of  MISSISSIPPI  MUSIC  INCORPORATED 


Is  Your  Van  Safe?  Send  for  a  FREE  CD! 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  the  exclusive  Buj  Provider  for 
LifeWay  Church  Bueee,  not  only  sells  buses...we  keep 
up  with  safety  issues,  legislation,  regulations  and 
insurance  considerations... 
oo  you  can  make  an  informed  purchase! 


FREE  CD 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  E  J.  Grisham.  Sr. 
Rev.  James  A.  Breland 

70+  Men's  SSC,  FBC -Cleveland 
Mr.  M.  E.  Brewer 

Ms.  Gail  M.  Davis 
Ms.  Dot  Bright 

Tommy  A  Memone  Naron 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tommy  Brock 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Mr.  Gene  Brown 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  Oralee  Buie 

Mr  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Juanita  BuUmore 

Lydia  Friendship  Gass- 
FBC-Sardis 

The  John  Burkes  Family 
Mrs.  Grace  D.  Burkes 
Stacey  Burkes 

Mrs.  Grace  D.  Burkes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  Burnett 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Ross  A  Betty  Burnett 

Mrs.  Catherine  S.  Ferguson 
Dr.  W.  R.  Burris 

Ms.  Betty  Legg 
Emily  Burris 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
(General  Rupert  Burris 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Dennis  A  Sabrina  Cagle 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
William  L.  Campbell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Honors 


Faith  BC  Staff-Meridian 
Lee  Shumate 
Melba  Shumate 
Faith  SSC,  FBC -Grenada 

Mrs.  Barbara  Branscome 
Love  SSC,  FBC -Louisville 
Mrs.  Allyne  Statham 
Staff  of  FBC- Winona 

Mrs.  Helen  P.  Dave*  A  Family 
Mrs.  Georgia  Adair  ** 
Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Bruce  A  Kristi  Adams 

"Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Robert  A  Mary  Adams 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Kathy  Alford 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Ms.  Phikae  Allen 

Joy  SSC.  FBC  Cleveland 
Philene  A  Stuart  Alien 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  Jordan 
Frank  A  Ivy  Alley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Lynn  Amis 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 

Dr  A  Mrs.  Clayton  Anderson  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
David  L.  Anderson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Art  Arrington  A  Macy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Cooper 
Bill  A  Barbara  Atherton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  Virginia  Atherton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Will  Austin 

Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Bailey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Brian  L.  Houston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wallace  Bailey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Brian  L.  Houston 
Jim  A  Donna  Barksdale 

DePriest  Construction,  Inc. 

Paul  J.  Barlow 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mke  Barnette  A  Daughters 
Mrs.  Grace  D.  Burkes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chris  Barr- 
Caroline,  Ben  A  Thomas 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Cooper 
Jeff  A  Leslie  Beaton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Heyward  Bell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Coleman  A  Gay e  Bond 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Jen  A  Stephen  Cantrell 
R.  W.  Cantrell 

Jen  A  Stephen  Cantrell 
Sibyl  Case 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Catledge 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ken  Chickering 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Price  Toler 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Childs 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glynn  Jones 
Clifton  and  Rhoda  Clark 
Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Clark 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Lance  A  Judy  Cleveland 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Phillip  A  Kathy  Collins 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  James  M.  Colson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
John  A  Katie  Conrads 

Ms.  Martha  M.  Putnam 
Richard  A  Linda  Copeland 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  Willie  Craft 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Charles  A  Cathy  Craig 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  Andre  L.  Curry 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  J.  Dale 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Parman 
Mr.  Muse  Davis 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Roy  A  Ann  Decker 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

Ms  Mildred  Boyd 

John  A  Martha  Holloway 
Billy  A  Lynn  Boykin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Ms.  Gail  M.  Davis 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Walter  Denny 

DePriest  Construction,  Inc. 
David  A  Cherry  Denson 

Mrs.  Catherine  S.  Ferguson 
Tommy  Doughty 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Ms.  Jane  Dunlap 

Tommy  A  Memone  Naron 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Matt  Durn 

Tommy  A  Memone  Naron 
Brad  &  Trey  Edmondson 

Mrs.  Joyce  W.  Edmondson 
Bobby  A  Jo  Fairbum 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 


John  Reed,  Rachel  &  Jordan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Cooper 
Keith  McNeese 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Daniel  A  Carol  Melton  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Melton 
Mrs.  Ben  Merriweather 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Bill  A  Nora  Miller 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Imogeoe  Miller 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  Jordan 
Mrs.  Alma  Mize 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Chris  A  Nan  Morrow 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  Faye  Murphree 

Adult  Ladies  SSC.  Banner  BCBroce 
Tim  Muzzi 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 

Marcella  Nagy 

Boise  Crossiey  SSC  FBC-Cohimbus 

Doris  Nation 

Hunter  Craig 

W.  R.  A  Barbara  Newman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lance  Newman 
Ralph  A  Sharon  Nobles 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Lee  Nutt 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  John  Perry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  T.  Shook 
Bill  A  Karen  Peters 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Eric  A  Jonna  Peters 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Hazel  M.  Poe 

Ms.  Kathryn  P.  Switzer 
Jean  W.  Polk 

Ms.  Beth  P.  Thomas 
Rusty  Postlewate 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  David  L.  Pratt,  Sr. 

Ms.  Sarah  P.  Scott 
Clint  A  Connie  Presley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Courtney  A  Tyler  Randall 
Mrs.  Janice  Carcaway 
Ken  A  Coe  Randall 

Mrs.  Janice  Carcaway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C baric  Renfrew  A  Fa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Perry  Rigby 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Rigby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Steve  Rives 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 


Freddy  A  Barbara  Waiter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wyatt  J.  Davis  Jr. 
Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker 
Mr.  Ernest  Childs 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glynn  Jooes 
Ms.  Esta  Clark 

Winsome  SSC,  Calvary  BC-TUpek) 
Mrs.  S.  M.  CHbum 

Floyd  A  Mary  Stafford  Smith 
Harry  L.  Cole 

Mrs.  Harry  L.  Cote 
Mrs.  Vera  Coleman 

Employees  of  Hines  Grocery 
Mrs.  vivian  Kramer 
Mrs.  Nona  Blakeney 
Mrs.  Frances  Dixon 
Philip  A  Louise  Dixon 
Shirley  Nether! and 
Bud  A  Rita  Dixon 
Katherine  T.  Collins 

Mrs.  Grace  L.  Tatum 
James  M.  Colson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
Mr.  Boyce  Cooper 

Mrs.  Gail  Cooley  Mitchell 
Kim  Corban 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barry  Dillard 
Claydie  &  Ruth  Cox 

Jen  A  Stephen  Cantrell 
Michael  David  Cox 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Cox 
Winnie  Mae  Cox 

Hickory  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mary  Creel 

Bethel  Baptist  Church 
Linda  Cote  Crenshaw 

Mr.  Richard  Crenshaw 
Catherine  Cummins 

Ms.  Cynthia  A.  Hanna 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hershel  G.  Turner 
Mr.  George  M.  Harris,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mis  Ted  T  Shook 
Mr.  Roland  Hart 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  Gray  Wiggers 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Touchstone 
Mr.  Alan  Turn  bough 

Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Miss  Ruby  Louise  "niroer 
Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Mr.  Tommy  Verdeii 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Charles  A  Inna  Walter 

Freddy  A  Barbara  Walter 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Isaac  A.  Newton  Jr. 
David  A  Carolyn  Wdboro 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronald  E.  Pressley 
Buddy  A  Cyndy  Westbrook 
Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Marvin  White 

Adult  Ladies  SSC- 
Mt.  Moriah  BC,  Brookhaven 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aven  Whittington 
Mrs.  Shirley  A.  Clark 
Milton  Wilder 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Bro.  Byron  A  Mrs.  Annett  Wilkinson 
Don  A  Suzanne  Honea 
Ted,  Kathy  &  Ian  Thomas  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Melton 
Lee  A  Patsy  Wyatt 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Bob  Young 

Tbscola  Baptist  Church 


Mrs.  Tena  Haskins 
Mr.  Richard  Hatchett,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  Gray  Wiggers 
Richard  J.  Hatchett 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  M.  Horton 
Phillip  J.  Haydd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Dixon 
Robert  B.  Head 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
Mildred  Henning! on 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Elaine  Herring 

Mr.  W.  B  Herring  Jr. 

Mr.  Joe  Hogan 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Zdma  Holcomb 

Burns  Cooley  Dennis,  Inc. 
Maurice  Lee  Honea 

Mrs.  Suzanne  Honea 
Marie  Denley  Hopkins 
Jo  Annette  Ellis 

Harry  A  Laurie  (Ellis)  Hutchison 

Mr.  Ed  Hopkins 

Mrs.  Polly  McIntosh 
Thomas  Carl  Hopkins 
Jo  Annette  Ellis 

Harry  A  Laurie  (Ellis)  Hutchison 

Elner  Hotard 

Dot  Welsh  A  Family 
Rebecca  Huffman 

Mrs.  Kathleen  M.  Huffman 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 

Mrs.  Warren  Ferguson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Britton  &  Anna  Ferrell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Troy  Floyd 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Mr.  Glen  Flurry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  Willie  Fondren 

Mr.  Joel  E.  Edlin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glen  Fortenberry 
Ms.  Janet  C.  Lampton 
Mildred  Fountain 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Ken  &  Sherry  Gentry 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Gilliland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Lloyd 
Bea  Greer 

Elois  Hunter  SSC,  FBC-McComb 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  David  Hamilton  &  Family 
Mrs.  Joan  Short 
Richard  F.  (Bill)  Harris 

Steadfast  SSC,  FBC -Charleston 
Vincent  &  Karen  Harris 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larcy  Melton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Craig  Haskins 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Hankins 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Ms.  Tena  Haskins 

Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock  • 

Mr.  Bill  Havens 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Heaton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hank  Peebles 
Betty  Hendricks 

Wings  of  Faith  SSC,  Fellowship  BC 
Dr.  Robert  Herrington 

Adult  I  SSC,  FBC-Columbia 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Holloway 

Mrs.  Mildred  F  Boyd  — 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Mr*.  Altene  Holloway 
Ms  A I  kite  Holloway 

John  A  Martha  Holloway 
Mrs.  Frances  Hood 

Women's  Bible  CWTC-Hazkiaast 


Memorials 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  M.  Abies 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  B.  Haden 
Mr.  Gordon  G.  Aden 

Mrs.  Myrl  McCormick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Mrs.  Jan  Harpole,  Ellen  A 
Marsha  Jane 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Ted  T  Shook 

Bill  Alldredge 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B.  Lampton 


Bill  A  Deem  Barbee 
Mrs.  Cleveland  (Joyce)  James 

Mr.  A  Mrs  J  W  (Bill)  Young  Jr 
Jimmy  Janos  ^ 

Ms.  Margaret  C.  Ashley 
Mrs.  Jan  GauH  Jayroe 
First  Baptist  Church 
The  Jayroe  SSC  Monism  Hghls  BC 
John  A  Jean  Blair 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Blaylock 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Bryson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Cohen 
Mr  A  Mrs  Cliff  Crawford 
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Charlie  A  Lynn  Gautreaux 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Jordan 
Gordon  A  Emily  Kennedy 
Ms.  Tawanda  Y.  Lea 
Mrs.  Mary  Lynn  Moody 
Will  A  Vicky  Rooks 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Anris  Whitehead 
Mrs  Violcta  P.  Wise 
Lakeside  Community  Club 
lira  A  Jim  Busby 
Mrs.  Annie  Laurie  Gunter 
Todd  A  Kelly  Hall 
Sherryn  Williams  Phelps 
Alan  Smith 
Freda  Watson 

Charles  (Sonny)  Williams.  Jr. 

Fred  William* 

Thomas  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Dixon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Durham 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Stark 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kelly  Perry 
William  E.  (BUI)  Dallas 

Mrs.  Edna  M.  Gilliland 
M.  E.  Daves,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Helen  P.  Daves  A  Family 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  BUI  Wolverton 
Mrs.  Jake  (Sue)  Ammons 

Floyd  A  Mary  Stafford  Smith 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  T.  Shook 
Mrs.  Dean  Dorrer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  N.  Scruggs 

Joe  Dom 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Phil  Murray  A  Alan 
Catherine  Doode 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  C.  Doude 

Jesse  Dulaney 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Lavern  Dunaway 

Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mr.  Johnnie  Ray  Dyeas 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Gte  Polk 
A  Family 
Rodean  Earls 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  W.  Betts 
Mr  A  Mrs  Carl  R.  Woolery 
C.  N.  Egger,  Jr. 

Mrs.  C.  N.  Egger  Jr. 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  L.  Pyron 
Mrs.  Sibyl  McDaniel  Andrews 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  Southerland 
Terry  Atkins 

John  A  Lynn  Bratton 
William  Wade  Aycock 

Ms.  Joyce  C.  Aycock 
John  Baity 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leon  Long 
Harold  Francis  Barker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Andy  Oakes 
Marie  Blakeney 

Mrs.  Rose  M.  Fairckxh 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Tommy  A  Donna  Rocconi 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Dr.  Sidney  O.  Ron,  Jr. 

Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bradley  Rushing 
Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Joyce  A  John  Sadler 

Annabel!  A  Jack  Alexander 
Charles  A  June  Scoggins 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Baskin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Seago 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Mary  Seale 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B.  Lampton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Matt  Sharpe,  Maddie- 
John  Davis,  Mary  Carol  A  Emma  Kate 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Cooper 
Mrs.  Mary  Taylor  Sigman 
Mr  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Larry  A  Barbara  Singleton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Bobby  A  Nina  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Hamp  A  Sherra  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Rudy,  Linda  A  Drew  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Ms.  Nancy  Soyars 

Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Luc lie  Stallings 

Ms.  Connie  C.  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Jo  Stanfield 

Mrs.  Patricia  McGahey  Floyd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Foster  Stevens  A  Blake 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Cooper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Stewart  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Pearl  Strange 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Warren  Strickland 

Strickland  Boys  A  Wives 
Rev.  Ed  Sudduth 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Ruth  Sudduth 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Clayton  Sullivan 
Mr.  Kirk  G  Taylor 
Rusty  A  Cathy  Sykes 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Percy  E.  Atherjon 
Ms.  Myrtls  Tabb 

Joy  SSC.  FBC -Cleveland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Zach  Taylor,  III 
Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Zach  Taylor,  Jr. 

Mr  Kirk  G  Taylor 
Mr.  Walter  Taylor 

Mr  Kirk  G  Taylor 
Ms.  Jan  Taylor 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Mr.  Frankie  TomNnsoo 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  Southerland 
Marlin  Blanton 

Ms.  Elbe  teen  J.  Blanton 
Mrs.  Hilda  Nell  Bourne 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Gte  Polk  A  Family 
Haywood  Boyd 

Mr.  Owen  R.  Warren 


Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 


Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Macklyn  Hubbetl 
Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Dr.  Roy  Hudson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  Gaddis  Hunt 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
D.  R.  A  Linda  Ingram 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lance  Newman 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Jeffcoat 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Dennis  A  KlydeU  Johnsey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Bro.  George  A  Mrs.  Linda  Johns 
Ms.  Johnnie  D.  Turner 
Dr.  Greg  A  Mrs.  Vicki  Johnston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Arendale 
Mr.  Richard  Johnston 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Reece  Douglas  Jr. 
Mr.  R.  L.  "Buddy"  Brewer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  S.  Roberts  Jr. 
Glenn  Bridges 

Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Hull 
Mrs.  Jean  Britt 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 
Sister  of  Betty  Brock 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Mrs.  Wydell  Brooks 

GaU  Cooley  Mitchell  A  Family 
Claude  Brown,  Jr. 

Dorcas  Class.  Clear  Creek 
BC-Shubuta 
Janet  Brown 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barney  J.  A I  bn  non 
Mrs.  Martha  Brown 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  N  Scruggs 


Ms.  Vera  Fillingane 
Mickey  Fitzgerald 

Mrs.  Tammie  L.  Fitzgerald 
Rev.  James  A.  Fondren 
Mr.  Joel  E.  Edlin 


Charles  Cummings 
Nell  Johnston 
Mary  Ellen  Sewell 
Doug  A  Terri  Jones 

C.  G.  Cook  A  Co  .  Inc 
Milter  Transporters.  Inc. 

Custom  Carwash  Inc. 

Hariey  Duvidnn  of  Central  MS.  Inc. 
Tver’s  Professional  Auto  Service 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Anthony  L.  Barry 
Ms.  Jane  E.  Goodman 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jimmy  D.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Steve  Kuhn  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Stanley  L  Kynerd 
Tina  A  Jaffa  McCraney 
The  Orcutt  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  A.  Vaughan 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glynn  Jooes 


Mrs.  Bobbie  M.  Barbee 
Merle  Gandy 

Ms.  Bettce  Boyd 
Hugh  Gatlin 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  Southerland 
Darryl  Gibson 
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Allen  W.  Glisson,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Annie  Jo  Glisson 
Edwina  Grisham 

Ms.  Karen  Arender 
Harold  B.  Hackney 

Mrs  Peggy  Hackney 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  S.  O.  Haden 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  B.  Haden 
Leone  Hair 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  M  Hennen 
Mrs.  lone  Hall 

Mrs.  Fannie  Peeples 
Mrs.  Oma  Hall 

Ms.  Opal  L.  Smith 
Clayton  Hamric 

Miss  Alva  Merle  Blanton 
Irighton  Hamric 

Miss  Alva  Merle  Blanton 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Martin  King 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  O.  Kirby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leon  Kirby 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Joseph  Knight 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Morrow 
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Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Lovelady 
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Robert  A  Kathy  Luke 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  E.  Atherton 
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Mrs.  Grace  D.  Burkes 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Allen  Mapp 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Dr.  Andrea  Marble 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Gte  Polk  A  Family 

Mary  W.  Burkett 

Mrs.  James  A.  Barnett 
Waitus  Burris 

Ms.  Jurline  Steed 
Mrs.  Exa  Busby 

Mr  A  Mrs  B.  G.  Johns 
FJnora  Bush 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Crawford 
Mr.  Carrol  Campbell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Huggins 
Mr.  Edward  Cannon 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  E.  Gillespie 
Charles  Cantrell 

Jen  A  Stephen  Cantrell 
Mrs.  Karan  Capps 

Mrs  Vangie  Fields 
Mrs.  Patsy  Carnes 

Mrs.  Myrl  McCormick 
Edwin  B.  Carpenter 

Mrs  Virginia  B.  Carpenter  Birdsong 
Rev.  Richard  P.  Carraway 

Mrs  Marie  R.  Carraway 
Mrs.  Nannie  Mae  Camel 

Floyd  A  Mary  Stafford  Smith 
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Family  Bible  Study 

What's  So  Special  About  Jesus? 

Matthew  1:18-25;  2:1-2, 11 


By  Don  Hicks _ 

Matthew's  account  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  is  packed  full  of 
meaningful  historical  details.  In 
the  NIV  our  focal  passage  starts 
off  matter-of-factly,  stating, 
"This  is  how  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ  came  about."  With  this 
simple  lead-in  Matthew  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  tell  the  most  profound. 


Hides 


ceeds  to  tell  the  most  profound,  violently  against  her  will.  Joseph 
unique,  and  unusual  facts  sur-  knew  there  was  no  other  way  for 
rounding  Jesus'  birth.  a  woman  to  become  pregnant. 

Perhaps  the  factual  circum-  Joseph  apparently  loved 
stance  hardest  for  most  non-  Mary  very  much  because  even 
Christians  and  some  Christians  though  he  was  deeply  hurt  by 
to  accept  is  the  fact  of  the  vif-  her  pregnancy  he  was  going  to 
gin  birth.  Anyone  reading  the  do  nis  best  to  avoid  embar- 
New  Testament  account  writ-  rassing  her.  Matthew's 


New  Testament  account  writ¬ 
ten  by  Matthew  will  have  to 
agree  that  Matthew  meant  to 
he  plainly  stating  his  convic¬ 
tion  that  Jesus  was  bom  of  a 
virgin  without  a  human  father 
or  sexual  union. 


To  understand  God's 
plan,  it  is  important  to 
realize  that  Jesus  was 
not  bom  of  sin  or  indis¬ 
cretion  but  in  a  special 
once  in  eternity  act  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  As  one 
last  emphasis  on  this 
important  fact. 

When  Joseph  dis-  Matthew  points  out  that 

covered  that  Mary  was  .  though  Joseph  married 

pregnant  he  knew  he  n  c  Mary  and  took  her  to 

wasn't  the  father  because  he  and  live  in  his  home  they  did  not 
Mary  had  not  violated  the  7th  come  together  as  husband  and 
commandment  (Exodus  20:14  wife  untu  after  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
"You  shall  not  commit  adui-  This  special  birth  fulfilled 
tery.")  Joseph  could  only  assume  the  Old  Testament  prophecy 
that  Mary  had  been  intimate  found  in  Isaiah  7:14 
with  some  other  man,  maybe  "Therefore  the  Lord  himself 
violently  against  her  will.  Joseph  will  give  you  a  sign:  The  vir- 
knew  there  was  no  other  way  for  gin  will  be  with  child  and  will 
a  woman  to  become  pregnant.  give  birth  to  a  son,  and  will 
Joseph  apparently  loved  call  him  Immanuel."  This 
Mary  very  much  because  even  prophecy  in  profound  not 
though  he  was  deeply  hurt  by  only  because  is  was  able  to 
her  pregnancy  he  was  going  to  foretell  this  truly  unique  birth 
do  his  best  to  avoid  embar-  centuries  before  it  occurred 
rassing  her.  Matthew's  but  also  because  of  the  pro¬ 


account  also  shows  clearly 
Joseph's  profound  spiritual 
discernment  and  understand¬ 
ing  when  he  fully  accepts 
God's  message  delivered  by 
the  angel  in  a  dream. 


found  meaning  of  Immanuel. 
Matthew  tells  us  Immanuel 
means  "<5od  with  us."  God 
loves  us  and  wants  to  be  with 
us  and  provide  life  for  us  even 
though  we  don't  deserve  it. 


It  is  not  an  insignificant 
detail  that  the  angel  addressed 
Joseph  as  son  of  David. 
Matthew  was  stating  that 
Joseph  was  in  royal  Tine  of 
David  which  God  had 
promised  the  throne  of  Israel 
for  perpetuity.  Christ  was  the 
only  way  this  promise  could 
have  been  kept. 

The  angel  told  Joseph  the 
name  to  give  the  baby  boy  that 
Mary  was  going  to  birth.  The 
name  was  to  be  Savior  (Jesus  is 
the  Greek  form  of  the  Hebrew 
name  Joshua  which  literally 
means  "Yahweh  is  salvation/’) 
Matthew  explains  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  name  when  he 
explains:  "name  Him  Jesus, 
because  He  will  save  His  people 
from  their  sins,"  Matthew  1:21 
[HCSBJ.  We  need  salvation  from 
our  sins  because  "The  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God 
is  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord,"  Romans  6:23  [NTV]. 

What's  so  special  about  Jesus? 
Jesus  is  the  only  way  to  be  saved 
from  our  sin.  This  is  the  way 
Jesus  explained  this  in  John  14:6 
"I  am  the  way  and  the  truth  and 
the  life.  No  one  comes  to  the 
Father  except  through  me,"  [NIV]. 


The  wise  men  of  old  realized 
that  Jesus  was  very  special.  They 
followed  the  special  star  from 
the  east  to  worsnip  the  "King  of 
the  Jews."  When  the  wise  men 
asked  for  help  in  finding  the 
new  bom  King  the  Jewish  schol¬ 
ars  knew  from  Micah  5:2  that  the 
Messiah  was  to  be  bom  in 
Bethlehem  of  Judea. 

When  the  star  stopped  over 
the  house  that  Jesus,  Mary,  and 
Joseph  had  moved  into  the  wise 
men  went  in  and  found  Jesus. 
When  they  saw  Jesus,  they 
immediately  fell  on  their  knees 
and  worshiped  Him.  They  had 
also  brought  precious  gifts  of 
gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh. 

Not  only  had  the  wise  men 
been  observant  enough  to  see 
the  star  that  lead  them  to  Jesus' 
house.  When  they  were  warned 
in  a  dream  of  Herod's  scheme 
to  hurt  Baby  Jesus,  they  were 
alert  enough  to  understand  and 
accept  the  message  to  avoid 
Herod  as  they  returned  home. 

This  Christmas  season,  what 
will  you  give  Jesus  the  Christ? 


Hicks  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

'Declaring  the  Good  News' 

Luke  2:8-20,  36-38 


Shirle> 


Christmas  is  a  marvelous 
time  of  the  year.  During  the 
Christmas  holidays  we  have 

Seat  opportunities  to  talk  about 
e  reason  for  the  season.  Our 
schedules  revolve  around  spe¬ 
cial  services,  celebrations  with 
family  members,  and  parties. 
How  much  time  is  spent  talking 
about  our  Savior's  birth?  This 
good  news  of  Jesus  birth  and  the 
reason  for  His  birth  still  needs  to 
be  announced  today. 

All  the  confusion  over  the 
word  Christmas  doesn't  upset 
God.  He  just  asks  that  His  chil¬ 
dren  proclaim  Him  King. 

1.  Receive  Good  News, 

Luke  2:8-14 

Shepherds  in  the  field  at 


night  watching  their 
flock.  Such  a  strange 
audience  for  an  angel  of  I 
God  to  choose  for  the 
great  announcement.  Is  there 
any  wonder  that  there  was 
great  fear  when  the  angel 
appeared?  This  wasn't  a  nightly 
visit  for  the  shepherds.  The 
glory  of  the  Lord  shining 
around  them  probably  had  a 
great  calming  effect  upon  these 
lowly'  men.  Note  the  first 
woras,  "Do  not  be  afraid"  in 
verse  10.  Our  Lord  many  times 
in  the  scriptures  spoke  the  same 
words.  Receiving  this  news  is  so 
reassuring  to  each  believer,  that 
it  leaves  no  place  for  fear. 


KJV  says  "on  earth 
peace,  good  will 
toward  men"  (vs.  14) 
based  on  a  different 
manuscript  than  that 
used  by  the  HCSB. 
The  angel  spoke  of  the 
peace  that  only  comes 
when  we  receive  this 
Child  born  as  the 
Prince  of  Peace. 


n  i  *  iuivv  m. 

Heap 

there  2.  Report  Good  News, 
was  Luke  2:15-18 


Think  of  the  first  time  you 
heard  the  Good  News.  What 
were  your  thoughts?  At  age 
five,  following  the  death  of  my 
mother,  I  was  placed  with  an 
aunt  whom  I  had  never  met.  I 
was  totally  bewildered  and  so 
alone.  This  aunt  told  me  about 
Jesus,  a  Person  that  would 
always  be  with  me  and  take 
care  of  me.  At  age  five  I 
grasped  this  message  and 


The  next  great  revelation  of  clung  to  it  as  if  my  life  depend- 
this  study  (verse  11)  is  so  mean-  ed  upon  it.  Until  this  very  day, 
ingful  to  even  me,  "A  Savior  65  years  later,  this  Jesus  has 
who  is  the  Messiah  the  Lord  never  let  me  down.  The  love  for 
was  bom  'for  you.'"  my  Lord  compels  me  to  keep 


reporting  this  same  message  to 
others  wno  are  fearful  or  atone. 

The  shepherds  heard  the 
news  and  said,  "Let's  go  see  for 
ourselves!"  and  then  pro¬ 
claimed  it  to  others.  „ 

This  was  not  a  second  hand 
message.  They  saw  for  them¬ 
selves.  Only  those  who  respond 
positively  to  the  Savior  can 
truly  share  the  message.  May 
we  be  available  for  the  task? 
"Joy  to  the  World,  the  Lord  is 
ocome!" 

3.  Praise  God  for  Good  News, 
Luke  2:19-20 

One  could  never  imagine  the 
joy  Mary  felt  as  she  cradled  her 
Son.  The  Holy  Spirit,  using  the 
word  "treasured,"  in  verse  19 
speaks  volumes.  Treasure, 
defined,  is  a  possession  of  great 
value,  possibly  giving  up  one's 
life  for  it.  What  unspeakable 
praise  Mary  must  have  had.  Yet 
the  shepherds  were  glorifying 
and  praising  God  for  they  had 
seen  the  Messiah  with  their 
own  eyes.  "Praise  God  from 
Whom  All  Blessings  Flow." 


4.  Thank  God  for  Good  News, 
Luke  2:36-38 

When  Anna,  a  widow,  who 
had  served  many  years  in  the 
temple  saw  the  Cnrist  Child, 
great  joy  and  thanksgiving 
filled  ner  heart  and  soul.  A 
long  awaited  promise  had 
been  fulfilled  in  her  lifetime 
and  she  could  not  be  silent. 
How  much  more  grateful 
should  we,  as  believers,  be 
today?  All  Christ  has  done  for 
us  tnrough  His  birth,  death, 
and  resurrection  is  only  the 
beginning.  The  Holy  Spirit  has 
been  sent,  as  promised,  to  help 
us  daily.  "He  will  never  leave 
us  nor  forsake  us."  (Heb. 
13:56).  "Enter  His  gates  with 
thanksgiving  and  His  courts 
with  praise!”  (Psalm  100:4). 

Let's  not  forget  the  lesson 
title,  "Declaring  the  Good 
News"  as  we  celebrate.  "Shout 
joyfully  to  the  Lord,  all  the 
earth"  (Psalm  100:1). 


Heap  is  a  member  of  Calvary 
Church,  Waynesboro. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
'  news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Work  Matters 

Genesis  1:26-28,31;  2:15;  Psalm  127:2; 
Proverbs  6:6-8;  21:5;  Colossians  3:22-4:1 
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Don  Hicks 


arden  was 
that  was 
entered 


sin 


story.  Adam's  job  as  supervi- 
is  pari 
good  in 


sor  ot  the  garden  was  part  of 


"The  Lord  God  took  the  man 
and  placed  him  in  the  garden  of 
Eden  to  work  it  and  watch  over 
it,"  Genesis  2:15  [HCSB]. 
Watching  over  the 
Adam's  work,  an 
ven  him  before 
ory. 

of  tne  g 

what  Goa  called 
Genesis  1:31. 

Looking  closer  at  that  first 
chapter  of  Genesis  causes  us  to 
notice  that  ruling  over  the  fish  of 
the  sea  and  the  birds  of  the  air 
and  over  every  living  creature  is 
at  least  part  of  what  God  meant 
when  He  said  man  was  made  in 
His  image.  Also,  part  of  God's 
image  is  explained  in  verses  27 
and  28  —  "So God  created  man 
in  his  own  image,  in  the  image 


of  God  he  created  him; 
male  and  female  he  cre¬ 
ated  them,  God  blessed 
them  and  said  to  them,  'Be  fruit¬ 
ful  and  increase  in  number,  fill 
the  earth  and  subdue  it,'" 
Genesis  1:27-28  [NIV]. 

God's  image  includes  both 
being  fruitful  and  subduing 
the  earth.  And  all  these  things 
are  explained  and  in  place 
when  God  says  everything  is 
good  and  before  the  entry  of 
sin  into  human  existence. 
Work  and  family  are  part  of 
the  natural  and  divine  order  of 
God's  good  creation. 

When  we  read  the  expand¬ 
ed  explanation  of  creation  in 
Genesis  2:15  and  following 
for  the  rest  of  the  chapter,  we 
find  that  it  was  not  good  for 
Adam  to  do  this  by  himself. 
He  needed  "a  helper  suitable 


for  him."  None  of  the 
beasts  of  the  field  or 
birds  of  the  air  were 
found  suitable  to 
work  with  Adam  in 
subduing  the  earth. 
For  Adam  to  fulfill 
God's  purpose  in 
work  he  needed  what 
The  Message  para¬ 
phrase  calls  v'a  helper, 
a  companion."  Aaam 
his  helper  companion 
to  carryout  God's  com¬ 
mand  to  "Be  fruitful  and 
increase  in  number,  fill  the 
earth  and  subdue  it.  Rule  over 
the  fish. ..the  birds. ..and 
every  living  creature." 

Work  is  a  central  part  of  a 
person's  life,  and  sharing  that 
central  part  of  life  with  one's 
God  given  companion  (spouse) 
is  a  good  thing.  One  of  the  pro¬ 
poses  of  work  is  to  provide  for 
your  companion  ana  the  rest  of 
your  family.  Paul  told  Timothy 
that  "If  anyone  does  not  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  relatives,  and  espe¬ 
cially  for  his  immediate  family, 
he  has  denied  the  faith  and  is 
worse  than  an  unbeliever,"  I 
Timothy  5:8  [NIV], 


were 


In  one  part  of  our  focal  pas¬ 
sage,  we  rind  Paul  saying  that 
we  should  work  as  though  we 
are  doing  it  for  the  Lora  him¬ 
self.  Colossian  3:23  and  24  in 
the  HCSB  reads:  "Whatever 
you  do,  do  it  enthusiastically,  as 
something  done  for  the  Lord 
and  not  for  men,  knowing  that 
you  will  receive  the  reward  of 
an  inheritance  from  the  Lord 
—  you  serve  the  Lord  Christ." 

Proverbs  gives  a  simple 
lesson  from  nature  to  explain 
how  we  I  are  to  approach 
work.  Solomon  said  AGo  to 
the  ant  ...  observe  its  ways 
and  become  wise."  When  this 
careful  observer  of  God's  cre¬ 
ation  watches  the  ant  what 
does  he  find? 

1. The  ant  gathers  its  food  dur¬ 
ing  the  harvest. 

2.  The  ant  works  and  prepares 
its  provisions  all  summer. 

3.  The  ant  is  self  motivated  and 
does  not  need  a  leader, 
administrator,  or  ruler  to  do 
its  God  given  work. 

Solomon  also  said  in 

Proverbs  21:5  "The  plans  of 
the  diligent  certainly  lead  to 
profit,  out  anyone  who  is 


reckless  only  becomes  poor," 
[HCSB].  We  are  to  plan  to  do 
our  work  and  provide  for 
ourselves  and  our  family  and 
do  it  as  unto  the  Lord,  but  we 
are  not  to  let  work  take  over 
our  lives  to  the  exclusion  to 
the  rest  of  God's  plan  for  us. 
God  will  provide  for  us.  The 
second  verse  of  the  127th 
Psalm  reminds  us  "In  vain 
you  get  up  early  and  stay  up 
late,  eating  food  earned  by 
hard  work;  certainly  He  gives 
sleep  to  the  one  He  loves." 
Certainly  when  you  read  this 
psalm  you  realize  the  "He" 
that  loves  is  God  and  "the  one 
He  loves"  is  you. 

Next  week  we  will  study 
the  related  passages  from 
Luke  12.  They  say  in  part 
"Consider  how  the  wildflow- 
ers  grow:  they  don't  labor  ... 
Yet  not  even  Solomon  in  all  his 
splendor  was  adorned  like  one 
of  these  ...  But  seek  His  king¬ 
dom,  and  these  things  will  be 
provided  for  you." 


Hicks  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Live  in  Worship 

Romans  12:1-8 


By  Shirley  Heap 


What  is  worship?  Is  it  a  pro¬ 
grammed  meeting  with  Goa,  or 
a  ritual  we  perform  to  get 
God's  attention?  No.  We  are  so 
blessed  that  God  would  even 
allow  us  to  worship  Him. 
Worship' is  to  adore,  to  bow  to, 
and  to  serve  with  devotion. 
Worship  in  a  believer's  life 
should  oe  as  easy  as  breathing. 
We  have  the  Spirit  of  God 
indwelling  in  us.  All  during  our 
day  we  should  be  ready  to  offer 
praise  or  thanksgiving  to  His 
Name.  Can  you  rememDer  your 
baby  calling  your  name  for  the 
first  time?  Did  a  warm  fuzzy 
feeling  of  pride  come  over  you? 
Our  Heavenly  Father  has  much 
the  same  joy  when  His  child 
speaks  to  Him.  The  attitude  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving  will 
automatically  spill  over  into  all 


areas  of  our  life  if  we 
practice  it  regularly. 


lip: 

A 


Heap 


Yourself,  Romans  12:1 

Dedicating  ourselves  to  God's 
service  is  one  way  we  worship 
God.  Paul  begs  believers  to  pre¬ 
sent  their  bodies  a  living  sacri¬ 
fice.  God  doesn't  ask  us  to  die  for 
Him  (even  though  our  love  for 
Him  should  make  us  willing  to) 
but  he  asks  us  to  live  for  him. 
Paul  helps  us  understand  this 
better  in  Galatians  2:20,  "I  have 
been  crucified  with  Christ;  and  it 
is  no  longer  I  who  live,  but  Christ 
lives  in  me;  and  the  life  I  now  live 
in  the  flesh  I  live  by  faith  in  the 
Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and 
delivered  Himself  up  for  me." 
When  I  think  of  my  oody  as  the 
temple  of  Holy  Spirit,  my  mind, 
soul,  and  spirit  scream,  WOW! 


Living  a  "holy, 
acceptable"  life  unto 
God  is  the  most  rea¬ 
sonable  thing  a 
Christian  can  do.  It  is 
not  a  command.  It  is  a 
request.  The  KJV  uses 
the  phrase  "reason¬ 
able  service."  The 
HCSB  translates  the 
same  verse,  "your 
spiritual  worship. '  We 


around  us  tell  we  are  Christians 
without  us  telling  them?  Paul 
asks  that  we  be  transformed,  or 
changed.  As  a  beautiful  butter¬ 
fly  emerges  from  an  ugly 
cocoon,  so  should  our  lives 
change  as  we  allow  Christ  to 
renew  our  minds.  How  does 
this  happen?  Philippians  4:7-8 
has  a  complete  outline  for  trans¬ 
forming  the  mind.  We  should  be 
able,  as  Paul  says  in  Phil.  4:9  for 
others  to  follow  our  example 
and  "the  God  of  peace  shall  be 
with  them."  Another  scripture 
of  great  value  in  renewing  our 
mind  is  Matt.  6:33,  "Seek  ye  first 
the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  to  you." 

Paul  continues,  "So  tnat  we 
may  discern  what  is  the  good, 
pleasing,  and  perfect  will  of 
God."  What  more  can  we  ask? 
God  has  bestowed  all  good 
gifts  upon  us  that  we  might  use 
tnem  wisely  in  His  service. 

3.  Worship:  Use  Your  Gifts, 

Romans  12:4-8 

Just  as  our  human  bodies 
are  so  masterfully  designed 


worship  in  spirit  and  in  service 

Paul  is  asking  Christians  to 
present  their  bodies  to  God.  We 
do  live  in  the  world  and  we  do 
have  physical  bodies.  Paul  tells 
us  that  by  offering  our  bodies 
as  a  living  sacrifice,  we  are 
pleasing  to  God. 

Our  prayer  is  that  worship 
of  God  Decomes  a  way  of  life 
for  all  His  children. 

2.  Worship:  Renew  Your 
Mind,  Romans  12:2-3 

As  children  of  God  we  need 
to  be  on  guard  against  blending 
into  the  world  system.  When  we 
conform  to  the  world  we 
become  similar  to  and  adapt  to 
the  culture  around  us.  Can  tnose 


with  different  parts  to  work 
together,  our  spiritual  life  is 
made  in  such  a  way  as  to  fit 
perfectly  with  His  plan. 

God,  in  His  grace,  has  given 
each  believer  a  gift  or  gifts  of 
the  Spirit.  We  so  often  hear 
Christians  say,  "I  just  don't  have 
any  gifts."  It  is  easy  to  confuse 
natural  talents  such  as  music, 
art,  or  even  teaching  with  spiri¬ 
tual  gifts.  Any  believer  who 
feels  this  way  should  read  the 


list  of 
12: 


t  of  gifts  of  the  Spirit  in  1  Cor. 
:7-12  and  in  Romans  12:  6-8. 
Our  God-given  gifts  are  given 
in  order  that  we  worship  and 
glorify  Him.  Discovering  and 
using  our  spiritual  gift(s)  for 
His  nonor  and  glory  is  one  of 
the  highest  forms  of  worship. 
The  church  is  the  Bride  of  Chnst 
and  He  is  so  pleased  when  He 
sees  her  working  in  harmony  to 
serve  Him.  Proclaiming,  teach¬ 
ing,  encouraging,  giving,  lead¬ 
ing,  and  showing  mercy  (this  is 
not  a  comprehensive  list)  used 
in  the  church  so  it  can  function 
as  God  intended. 

Heap  is  a  member  of  Cahxmj 
Church,  Waynesboro. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  tFTe  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
dear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 
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1 .  Scholarship  Awarded,  WCC  2.  Halbrook  Awards,  BMC 


YE  XFC  PGMMGCN  YC 
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Ernestine  McCall  Halbrook 
Award  for  the  greatest  per¬ 
centage  of  increase  in  gradu¬ 
ation  of  athletes.  Pictured  are 
(1  to  r)  Coach  Bill  Dowdy 
(tennis).  Athletic  Director 
Johnnie  Armstrong,  Coach 
Jack  Moser  (basketball). 

3.  Blue  Mountain  College  will 
offer  classes  at  Longview 
Heights  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  beginning  in  January 
2006.  President  Bettye 
Rogers  Coward  commented, 
"We  are  excited  about  part¬ 
nering  with  Longview 
Heights  Church  to  provide 
Christian  education  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  Desoto  County. 
Initially,  we  will  offer  college 
credit  courses  that  appeal  to 
individuals  in  the  areas  of 
Biblical  Studies  and 
Education.  The  course  offer¬ 
ings  will  grow  over  time  as 
we  learn  what  students  are 
interested  in  taking."  For 
more  information  about  the 
Desoto  County  off-site  cam¬ 
pus,  contact  the  Office  of 
Admissions  at  (800)235-0136 
or  www.bmc.edu. 


1.  William  Carey  College 

student  Corrie  Covington, 
a  sophomore  English  major 
from  Granbury,  Tex.,  was 
awarded  the  E.  R.  Pinson 
Memorial  Scholarship  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  of 
Ministerial  Education.  The 
scholarship,  based  on  rec¬ 
ommendations  by  faculty, 
was  established  in  1995 
and  funded  by  the  Pinson 
family  to  continue  Dr. 
Pinson's  legacy  of  ministe¬ 
rial  education. 


DYTIZ,  FCL  AYXGCN  GC 


1 .  RAs  and  GAs,  North  Carrollton  Church,  North  Carrollton 


MSI  ABYOLP  YE  SIFWIC 


4.  The  Women's  Ministry  of 
First  Church,  Grenada, 
will  host  their  8th  Women's 
Conference  Jan.  20-21. 
Special  guest  speaker  is 
Rhea  Briscoe;  praise  and 
worship  leader  is  Lalania 
Vaughn.  For  information 
call  (662)  226-3661. 


1.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of  North 
Carrollton  Church,  North 
Carrollton,  recently  held  a 
bake  sale  to  raise  money 
for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering,  raising 
a  total  of  $168.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

2.  Briar  Hill  Church, 
Florence,  is  hosting  a  New 
Year's  Eve  Gospel  singing 
Dec.  31,  7  p.m.,  featuring 
New  Wine,  Strong  River 
Quartet,  Gospel  Echoes, 
and  The  Revelations.  A 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 
For  information,  call  (601) 
720-8870  or  (601)  906-0677. 

3.  New  Life  Fellowship 

Church,  Oakland,  is  host¬ 
ing  a  Gospel  singing  Dec. 
31,  7  p.m.,  featuring 

Reunion,  the  Gradys,  and 
Jerry  and  Spin  Smith. 
Jerry  W.  Smith,  pastor. 
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Clue:  R  =  Y 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  Three:  Sixteen. 


2.  The  Halbrook  Awards  for 
Academic  Achievement 
Among  Athletes,  established 
in  1984  by  the  Mississippi 
Legislature,  recognizes  the 
achievement  ana  mainte¬ 
nance  of  high  academic  stan¬ 
dards  for  student  athletes  at 
colleges  and  universities.  In 
the  Independent  College 
Division,  Blue  Mountain 
College  received  both  the 
David  M.  Halbrook  Award 
for  graduation  of  the  great¬ 
est  percentage  of  certified 
athletes  and  the  John  C.  and 


BAPTISTS 
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Grace  Church,  Richland, 
has  called  Ehjncan  Tucker  as 
youth  minister  and  minister 
of  music.  Tucker  is  a  graduate 
of  William  Carey  College  and 
has  attended  New  Orleans 
Seminary  working  toward  a 
master's  degree.  He  and  his 
family  live  in  Brandon. 


For  The  "Right  Deal 
On  A  Church  Bus 
Call  BUI  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian.  SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations  OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid- 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705.  ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs,  patio 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com.  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO,  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601)  992- 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  street  level,  2  bedroom/bath.  Sleeps  2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ 

INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  6,  family  atmosphere,  washer/dryer,  GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor-  furnished  with  all  the  extras.  Please  bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  call  after  4:30  p.m.  on  weekdays,  parkway,  $65/nite.  Call  for  information 

(662)  455-6743. _  (662)  746-6702.  _  at  (251)  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251) 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving  DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  689-9982  or  pdiw@worldnet.att.net. 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970.  We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to  THE  WISTFUL  LAND  OF  HANS 
FA  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR,  music  and  choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance.  CHRISTIAN  ANDERSON,  join  Bill  and 
A/V,  dual  worship  (contemporary/  Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-Q686.  Margarita  Stanford  on  a  14-day  cruise  of 
traditional)  in  west  St.  Louis  County,  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  Relax. ..let  us  Scandinavia  and  St.  Petersburg  on  Star 
MO.  Send  resume  to  music  search  search  several  companies  so  we  may  find  Princess,  May  23-June  5,  2006.  Call  (601) 

committee,  Ballwin  Baptist  Church,  the  right  plan  and  premium  for  your  indi-  924-1593  for  a  free  brochure. _ 

15101  Manchester  Road,  Baldwin,  vidual  needs.  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance —  HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

MO  6301 1  -4629. _  we  can  help!  Toll  free  (877)  232-0686.  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES.  HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating,  EXPENSIVE?  Quality  health  coverage  at  DREAMLIGHT  ART  GLASS:  Excellence 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas,  truly  affordable  rates!  We  have  saved  in  design  and  craft  of  architectural 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of  many  Mississippi  families  a  hundred  stained  glass.  Edward  Snodgrass,  (601) 

Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . _  plus  per  month.  What  will  we  save  you?  481-1526. _ 

BI-VOCATIONAL  PASTOR:  if  interest-  Call  toll  free  today  (8 77)  232-0686.  E.F.  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  Of  EDUCATION: 

ed,  please  send  resume  to  pastor  Hutton  Insurance,  we  can  help! _  First  Baptist  Church  Luling,  Louisiana  is 

search  committee,  Calvary  Baptist  PIANO  TUNING:  I  also  repair,  buy,  sell,  seeking  a  full-time  Education  minister 
Church,  6252  Memphis  Arlington  refinish  and  move  pianos.  Ask  about  FREE  with  emphasis  in  preschoolerVchildren. 

Road,  Bartlett,  TN  381 35-2462. _  church  tunings,  35  years  experience.  Call  Applicants  should  submit  their  resumes 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents  Ron  for  appointment  (225)  328-5961 .  via  email:  todd.hallman@alumni.duke. 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  edu  or  mail  their  resumes  to:  FBC  Luling, 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  P.O.  Box  155,  Luling,  LA  70070.  All 
www.lowermyphonebill.com/haroldtt.  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661 7.  resumes  due  January  15,  2006. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 

PICAYUNE,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  children's  minister.  Please  send 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  477,  Picayune,  MS  39466,  attn: 

personnel  committee. _ 

SALEM-TROY  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
is  searching  for  a  Director  of  Missions. 
Please  send  resumes  or  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  search  committee,  Salem-Troy 
Baptist  Association,  51  County  Road 
2233,  Troy,  AL  36079. 

PRENTISS  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
is  accepting  resumes  for  Director 
of  Missions  position.  Please  send 
to  search  committee,  c/o  Prentiss 
Baptist  Association,  P.O.  Box  42, 
Boonveville,  MS  38829. 


mJDUilJi  to  the 
strength  of  women 


At  Treasured  Clay  Pottery  and  Gifts,  we're 
proud  to  offer  quality  pottery  through  our 
Christian  run  business. 

Women  of  the  Bible  Limited  Collection 

•  Hand  turned 

•  No  two  pieces  alike 

•  Available  in  Cranberry  or  Huckleberry 

•  Each  piece  includes  a  story  tag.  is  signed  by 
the  potter  and  engraved  with  m 

his  trademark  inscription 

"God  Bless  You"  fLJI 


www.lrfasuredclaygifls.com 
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